
Major Assignment #5—Research Paper 
Due: Friday, Dec. 9 
Rough drafts: Friday, Dec. 2 for peer reviews 
Worth: 250 points 
Length: 1,500 words 
 
Overview: In this 1,500-word—six or seven pages, not including your Works Cited page—
you will examine a media or pop culture issue and make an argument about it.  
 
Specifics: As you progress through your academic careers, you will have to conduct 
oodles of research—not only in this class, but certainly in EN 1520, as well as in classes 
across the collegiate curriculum, including history, political science, chemistry, 
economics, business, and pretty much everything in between. This assignment is designed 
to get you comfortable with researching issues in books, scholarly articles, on the Internet, 
and in other sources, and making an argument based on the information you discover.  
 
So, what are possible topics? Well, your topics are relatively open-ended, as long it deals 
extensively with media or pop culture. Here is an example: You may want to examine why, 
psychologically, Americans are so obsessed with Jon & Kate Plus Eight—the answer, given 
that premise, won’t be just that it’s a “good show,” but instead based in some 
psychological findings you learn about, whether it’s the notion of vicarious existence, or 
the American trend of “rubber-necking”; that is, looking at car wrecks as we drive by 
them, etc. (No, you may  not use this example). Or, you may want to examine the politics 
or ethnocentrism of old Disney movies (No, you may not use this example). You could 
tackle the idea of how Aunt Jemima syrup and Uncle Ben’s rice further inaccurate and 
derogatory racial stereotypes (No, you may not use this example, either).  
 
Regardless, you have to make an argument—that is, using your research to determine why 
things are the way they are, and proving that you’re right about your theory. This is not 
merely an informative research paper, or one that simply gives the history of something.  
You must pose a theory, a reasoning, in your paper and address that theory or reasoning 
extensively. Papers that don’t do so will do poorly.  
 
In this essay, you need to have at least five reliable sources; Wikipedia is NOT considered 
a reliable source in most academic circles, so I will not consider it a reliable source for this 
paper. At least two of those reliable sources must be scholarly articles; at least two more 
must be books; and the balance of your sources can be from “any” medium. We will 
discuss research methods as the research unit progresses.  
 

Requirements: 1,500 words double-spaced, Times New Roman font, page 
numbers, word count at the end, stapled together with your rough draft and peer 
review(s). Name, date, “Major Assignment #5” and “EN 1510” in the upper left-hand 
corner of the first page only. Gripping title and thesis statement. Good 
introduction. Sentence variety. Accurate citations both in the text, as well as in 
your Works Cited page.  
 


