
RESEARCH PROPOSAL 
Due: Nov. 11 (no rough drafts) 
Length: At least one (1) page, double-spaced 
 
OVERVIEW: Welcome to the tail-end of the semester! We are gearing up for a busy last few 
weeks, so let’s get right to it.  
 
The research proposal is intended to be an informative, relatively brief, paper that lays the 
groundwork for your upcoming research paper, which is due on Dec. 9 (rough drafts are 
due Dec. 2 for peer review, and the assignment sheet for that paper is posted on the blog). 
In essence, what you will do in your research paper is let me know what your 
topic/subject is, why you are interested in it, what the scope of your research will be (a 
general overview of the sources you are examining for the purposes of your research 
paper), and what you are attempting to prove in the research paper itself.  
 
The proposal, which should be at least one-page in length, double-spaced, (essentially in 
an essay format) will need to address the following things:  

 Where does your interest in your subject lay? In other words, what draws you 
to this particular topic (which should be clearly identified in the proposal)?  

 What will the scope of your research be? Give specific examples of credible 
sources you’ve examined and how they have shaped your overall understanding 
of the subject on both sides of the issue.  

 Given the research that you have done, what thesis do you hope to prove in 
your research paper about your chosen topic? Your answer to this question 
should be specific enough so that it shouldn’t be too complicated to construct a 
well-written, interesting, and complex thesis statement.  

 
You are also free to – but don’t have to – address the following things:  

 What concerns you have about the research paper itself; and/or 

 What sort of interesting things you’ve found so far in your research process.  
 
The research proposal is a formal, well-written, relatively concise essay. Treat it as such, 
but also treat it seriously when you’re writing it. Don’t make silly mistakes like leaving out 
one of the required areas that you’re supposed to address, or blow it off until the last 
minute. That would be bad.  
 
Finally, after you’ve turned in your research proposal, you are NOT allowed to 
change your topic.  


