
The Celebrity Obituary  
Topic discussion: Sept. 30 
Rough draft due Oct. 7 for peer reviewing 
Final drafts due Oct. 14 
Worth: 100 points 
Word count: 1,000 words 
 
Overview: In a well-written essay that will essentially fictionalize the death of a celebrity, you will 
construct a paper that serves as an obituary to a celebrity and incorporates your own fictional 
reaction to such an occurrence, and hypothesizes on the impact that celebrity had.  
 
Important note: If you are facing a serious ethical dilemma about writing such an essay, come 
see me and we will talk about it.  
 
Specifics: What is it about the deaths of famous people that so entrances not only the American 
public, but the media in general? Why was Michael Jackson’s death a topic of conversation on 
“Meet the Press”? What was it about the King of Pop that sparked days and weeks of coverage 
from cable television outlets, newspapers, and celebrity blogs? Or Amy Winehouse? Or Britney 
Murphy? Or Macho Man Randy Savage? Etc. Why was the death of such a banal figure as Anna 
Nicole Smith so captivating for the national media?  
 
While these questions might not be answered in your essay, they are at least starting points for 
discussion and contemplation about the role of celebrities in our lives.  
 
In this essay, you will fictionalize—pretend, essentially—that a celebrity has died and write their 
magazine-style obituary using description and profiling techniques we will go over in class. You, 
OCC writers extraordinaire, will also be a part of this essay in that you encapsulate your own 
made-up reaction to this event, and how the celebrity you choose impacted the lives of Americans 
– which, of course, can be made up. 
 
You should write this as a “future” obituary, meaning that you can invent a storyline for the 
celebrity other than one that has already occurred (see my example).  
 
You may take a humorous tone with this. It doesn’t have to be wishy-washy sentimental.  
 
Two more important things: This must be a celebrity—not a politician (No George W. Bush or 
Barack Obama, no mayors, no Senators, etc.), not a businessman, not anyone else. The cause of 
death must be natural or accidental. No murder. No foul play. Keep these PG-rated.   
 
Requirements: 1,000 words double-spaced, Times New Roman font, page numbers, word count 
at the end, stapled together with your rough draft and peer review(s). Name, date, “Major 
Assignment #2” and “EN 1510” in the upper left-hand corner of the first page only. Gripping title 
and thesis statement. The usual.  
 
 
 


