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CLASS OVERVIEW: This course—Composition 1—is designed to teach you how to craft 
compelling and thought-provoking essays in a variety of formats, as well as give you 
a background in writing which will prepare you for your academic career here at 
OCC, and indeed in the outside world after you graduate.  
 Special attention will be devoted towards voice, tone, critical thinking, 
analytical writing, and Aristotle’s rhetorical triangle (writer, subject, and audience). 
In addition to honing your writing skills, a significant aspect of this class is to engage 
your thought process while writing. Each class you must be ready to listen, 
contribute, and respond.  
 
CLASS PREMISE: What is it about mass media and pop culture that makes them such 
crucial aspects of our society? How can a close analysis of a print advertisement 
help us better understand the world around us? Why do web sites like TMZ have 
such an incredible sway over our water cooler banter? What is it that draws us to 
video games like Guitar Hero? Is it vicariousness? Envy? Are we, as Americans, more 
“obsessed” with banal minutiae than other cultures?  
 Why are people more up-to-date on the latest Real Housewives of Who Cares? 
or Jersey Shore scandal than what’s going on in Iraq or Afghanistan, or the debate 
about taxes on the wealthy—or the history of the state of Michigan, for that matter? 
Is getting Flava Flav hooked up with someone more important than learning about 
the causes of the nation’s economic crisis or finding ways to fix our national debt 
problem? Maybe, as some have speculated, have our lives gotten so dull that we 
need to live out the extravagances of run-of-the-mill “celebrities” during their 15 
minutes of fame?  
 We will tackle questions like these—and many others—in a series of essays 
that grip your audience, demonstrate your skills as a writer, and get to the core of 
the following, more pertinent question: Who gives a shit about this stuff, and why?  
 
REQUIRED TEXTS: They Say, I Say: With Readings by Gerald Graff, Cathy Birkenstein 
and Russel Durst; and LB Brief by Jane E. Aaron.  
 
FINAL GRADE BREAKDOWN:  
 

 Personal narrative essay (100 points) due September 23 
 Celebrity “obituary” essay (100 points) due October 7 
 Print advertisement analysis essay (150 points) due October 28 
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 Annotated bibliography/proposal (100 points) due November 11 
 Research/argumentative essay (250 points) due December 9 
 Discussion leadership (100 points) due each week (see below) 
 Questions of the Week (150 points) due each week (see below) 
 In-class participation/work (150 points) due each week (see below) 

 
As you can see, you have the possibility of earning 1,100 points this semester. The 
total number of points you earn will determine your final grade, obviously.  
 
DISCUSSION LEADERSHIP: Each week in class, there will be a pair of discussion leaders 
on the articles you were assigned to read. The discussion team will be responsible 
for facilitating an intelligent, forthright and probing discussion of the class for about 
for about 30-45 minutes. Everyone will participate (this counts towards the 
participation grade of those who aren’t discussion leaders, as well), but the discussion 
leaders will largely determine what direction the conversation will go in. I will serve 
as a (generally) passive mediator, but become more assertive in the discussion as I 
see fit. The discussion leaders will provide me with a list of between five and 10 
thoughtful questions they want the class to verbally respond to and have an honest, 
fluid, intelligent discussion about. I am not expecting you to discuss the name of the 
author or what the author wrote in the fourth paragraph. Instead, you will be asked 
to delve deeper into the article’s larger implications, its statement(s) about our 
culture as Americans. Discussion leaders will be graded on how well they lead the 
discussion, as well as the quality of the questions posed and responses solicited. I 
will update the syllabus when we sign up for discussion leadership 
assignments to reflect the appropriate schedule for those times.  
 
QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK: Most weeks on our class blog I will post what I call a 
Question of the Week (QOTW). I will give the deadline for responding in a thoughtful, 
200-word response to the question that I pose. If you don’t respond by the deadline, 
you won’t get the 10 points for that week’s response. It’s really that simple.  
 
IN-CLASS PARTICIPATION/WORK: You will get 10 points for each day you participate 
and hand in any in-class work. If you are absent for the class period, you will lose 
out on the 10 points. No exceptions to that policy whatsoever. It’s a very easy way to 
earn 150 points (just like the Questions of the Week). Show up to class, participate 
(verbally and otherwise), do the work. It shouldn’t be too hard.  
 
PEER REVIEWS: For each major written assignment, you will be required to do a peer 
review and turn it in with your final draft of your paper. Papers that don’t have a 
peer review included with them when they are turned in will be docked 10 percent 
of the grade. No exceptions. If you are absent on the day of the peer review, find 
someone to review it for you and include that when you turn in your final draft.  
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REVISIONS: You will have the opportunity to revise one major essay over the course 
of the semester. The higher of the two scores will be accepted; the lower of the two 
scores will be discarded. Your revision must be submitted to me by Friday, 
November 18. I will accept no revisions after that date. You must include your 
original, graded essay with your revision so I an appropriate point of reference.   
 
LATE PAPER POLICY: Any late assignment will be docked three points for each 
calendar day it is late. The exception to that is the research paper, which will be 
docked 10 points for each day it’s late.  
 
BUDDIES: I will not respond to e-mails asking me what we did during a class period 
you missed. You will be responsible for finding that out for yourself through a buddy 
you make on the first day of class. 
  
MAJOR ESSAY REQUIREMENTS: With every major writing assignment, you will be 
required to turn in your rough draft as well as your peer review. If your final essay is 
not accompanied by one of those, it’s one half-grade off; if neither of those 
accompany your final essay, it’s a full letter grade off. All essays must have, in the 
top left-hand corner of the first page, your name, the date, your class (EN 1510), and 
“Major Assignment X” (depending on what major assignment it is). Page numbers, a 
word count at the end of the paper, and double-spacing are also required, in 
addition to everything being stapled together. I am a stickler for this stuff, so don’t 
be surprised if you are docked points if it doesn’t meet my formatting or other 
requirements.  
 
IF I’M LATE TO CLASS: If I’m not there and haven’t posted to the class blog a notice that 
class is canceled or sent you an e-mail to your OCC e-mail account, please wait 
around class for 15 minutes; if I’m not there by then, you may leave. Please notify 
the main office on the third floor of Woodland Hall.  
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TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS 
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 
 In class: Course overview, expectations, introductions and ice breakers; 
 sign up for discussion leadership dates; personal narrative assignment sheet; 
 example personal narrative;  
 
 Writing topics: Thesis statements; narration; planning your essays; 
 introductions.  
 
 Discussion leaders: Sign-up for dates 
 
 Homework: Respond to my letter and respond with a letter of your own to 
 me in-kind; read “The iPod Has Changed the Way We Respond to the Wall of 
 Sound” by Nikil Saval and “The MP3: A History of Innovation and Betrayal” 
 by Jacob Ganz and Joel Rose; QOTW response; determine your personal 
 narrative essay topic.  
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9 
 In class: Discussion session; thesis statements; discussion of your personal 
 narrative essay topics; lecture and in-class activities 
 
 Writing topics: Thesis statements; introductions; transitions; proof-reading.   
 
 Discussion leaders: TBD 
 
 Homework: Read “Daniel Ek’s Spotify: Music’s Last Best Hope” and “The 
 Theology of South Park”; QOTW response; finish your rough draft of your 
 personal narrative  essay.  
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 
 In class: Discussion session; peer reviews of your personal narrative 
 essays; lecture and in-class activities; overview of the celebrity 
 “obituary” essay.  
 
 Writing topics: Description; organization; effective paragraphs.  
 
 Discussion leaders: TBD 
 



English 1510—Fall 2011 
Oakland Community College 

Fridays, 6:00 p.m. to 8:55 p.m. 
Woodland Hall, Room 2, Highland Lakes campus 

 

 
 Homework: QOTW response; work on your rough draft of your celebrity 
 obituary essay; e-mail me your personal narrative essay (in an 
 attachment)  by Friday, Sept. 23.   
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23—NO CLASS 
 Homework: Read “Justin Timberlake: A Free Man in L.A.” and “Funky White 
 Boys and Honorary Soul Sisters”; QOTW response; Write your rough draft 
 of your celebrity “obituary” essay;  
 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
 In class: Discussion session; Sentence examples from your personal 
 narrative essays; peer review of celebrity “obituary” essay; lecture and in-
 class activities.  
 
 Writing topics: Writing process; invention; planning your essays.   
 
 Discussion leaders: TBD 
 
 Homework: Read “Looking for Someone: Sex, Love, and Loneliness on the 
 Internet” and “Finding the Love Connection on Television: What are the 
 Messages About Dating?”; QOTW response; and finish your final draft of 
 your celebrity “obituary” essay.  
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7 
 In class: Discussion session; Turn in celebrity “obituary” essay; lecture and 
 in-class activities; overview of print advertisement analysis essay.  
 
 Writing topics: Commas, semi-colons, and colons; visual analysis.  
 
 Discussion leaders: TBD 
 
 Homework: Read “A Woman’s Place: Can Sheryl Sandberg Upend Silicon 
 Valley’s Male-Dominated Culture?” and “Sex, Lies and Video: The War on 
 Girls”; QOTW  response; Work on your rough draft of your print 
 advertisement analysis essay;  
  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 14 
 In class: Discussion session;  lecture and in-class activities 
 
 Writing topics: Analysis; pronouns; adjectives and adverbs; citation;  
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 Discussion leaders: TBD 
 
 Homework: Read “Coke, Hookers, Hospital, Repeat: A Profile of Charlie 
 Sheen” and “The Rude Warrior: A Profile of Mel Gibson”; QOTW response; 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21 
 In class: Discussion session; peer review of print advertisement analysis 
 essay; lecture and in-class activities.  
 
 Writing topics: Analysis; pronouns; adjectives and adverbs; citation.  
 
 Discussion leaders: TBD 
 
 Homework: Read “The Day the Movies Died” and “Up All Night With Amy 
 Winehouse”; QOTW response; and finish the final draft of your print 
 advertisement analysis essay 
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28 
 In class: Discussion session; Turn in print advertisement analysis essay; 
 lecture and in-class activities; overview of your annotated bibliography and 
 research proposal, as well as your research paper 
 
 Writing topics: Citations; compound sentences; research; reliable sources.  
 
 Discussion leaders: TBD 
 
 Homework: Read “Papa” and “Sailing By Ear”; QOTW response; and write 
 your rough draft of your annotated bibliography and research proposal;  
 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 4 
 In class: Discussion session; peer review of annotated bibliography and 
 research proposal; lecture and in-class activities; additional discussion on 
 your research paper 
 
 Writing topics: Citations; research; developing a research paper; reliable 
 sources 
 
 Discussion leaders: TBD 
 
 Homework: Read “These Beats Work” and “Jay-Z’s Great Champagne 
 Robbery”; QOTW response; and finish your annotated bibliography and 
 research proposal 
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11 
 In class: Discussion session; Turn in annotated bibliography/research 
 proposal; lecture and in-class activities 
 
 Writing topics: Citations; research; reliable sources; developing a research 
 paper.  
 
 Discussion leaders: TBD 
 
 Homework: Read “Mr. Hannah Montana’s Achy Broken Heart” and “The Soul 
 of a Man: Who was Blind Willie Johnson?”; QOTW response; work on your 
 research paper.  
 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18 
 In class: Discussion session; lecture and in-class activities 
 
 Writing topics: Citations; research; developing a research paper. 
 
 Discussion leaders: TBD 
 
 Homework: Read “Dispatches From the R. Kelly Trial” and “The Final 
 Comeback of Axl Rose”; QOTW response; work on your research paper.  
 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 25—NO CLASS 
 
 Homework: Read “Dispatches From the R. Kelly Trial” and “The Final 
 Comeback of Axl Rose”; QOTW response; work on your research paper.  
 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2 
 In class: Discussion session; peer review of argumentative/research essay; 
 lecture and in-class activities 
 
 Writing topics: Citations; research; developing a research paper. 
 
 Discussion leaders: TBD 
 
 Homework: Read “In the Land of the Juggalos” and “Islam’s Answer to MTV”; 
 QOTW response; and put the finishing touches on your research paper.  
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FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9 
 In class: Discussion session; Turn in argumentative/research essay; 
 class evaluations; lecture and in-class wrap-ups; sign up for conference 
 times.  
 
 Writing topics: TBD  
 
 Discussion leaders: TBD 
 
 Homework: QOTW response; TBD 
 

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16 
 In class: Conferences at the Waterford Starbuck’s, 5129 Highland Road.  
 
 Discussion leaders: None 
 
 Homework: None  


