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Y’all, 
 
 I am Kirk (yes, call me Kirk), your English instructor here at OCC. I’m 
looking forward to working with you for the semester and hope you enjoy the class. 
I’ve designed it to be as engaging and interesting as possible, and I’m always 
interested in feedback—positive or negative—on my teaching. Don’t hesitate to 
shoot me an e-mail or talk with me before or after class to let me know how 
everything is going for you. But as the semester progresses, keep in mind that I’m 
not just a teacher.  
 I’m also the assistant news editor for SCN Communications Group, which 
publishes the Spinal Column Newsweekly and Oakland Lakefront magazine. Off 
and on, I’ve been with the company since starting there as a lowly staff writer in 
2005. They promoted me about a year after joining the newspaper to lead writer, 
covering Michigan and Oakland County politics. After about a year in that slot, I 
moved to Tuscaloosa to get my MFA in poetry from the University of Alabama 
(Roll Tide!). There, I taught classes very similar to this one on expository writing, 
argumentative writing and creative writing (poetry, fiction, non-fiction). I also 
worked in the university’s writing center and as a research assistant for professors, 
and was an assistant poetry editor for a well-respected literary journal, Black 
Warrior Review. Every summer between UA’s academic years I returned to the 
newspaper to cover politics and help with other writing tasks.  
 But beyond that, here is what you can expect from me: I will do that to the 
best of my ability and provide you with as much help and guidance as I possibly 
can. I will be accessible and friendly. I will crack terribly unfunny jokes. I will be 
willing to work with you one-on-one as much as possible if you seek out my help. I 
will be nit-picky on your papers. I will be forthright about your grades and what I 
expect from you. I will most likely swear a lot, but also will attempt to curb my foul 
mouth as much as possible if you prefer that.  
 However, I also expect things from you. I expect you to be willing to work 
hard and pay attention in class. I expect you to be respectful of your classmates. I 
expect you to do some great work this semester, actively seek out my help when 
you need it, and come to class each evening prepared to learn. Complete your 
assignments on time and do all the work, and you should do well in the class.  
 
 
 
Kirk 


